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QUESTION
Is it permissible to recite 2wn (the evening prayers) before nmina 329 (one and a quarter
halachic hours before sunset) on Friday night?

In communities where in the summer months sunset comes well after 9pm, even the
customary “early” time to recite 2>, an3an 279, will be after 7:30pm. This can be a
burden for people who want to follow the traditional practice of reciting their prayers
before eating the Sabbath meal, but who have children or others who would have a hard
time waiting until after 8:30pm to eat dinner. On those occasions, is it possible to recite
2w earlier than nnang 2597?

RESPONSE

Most of traditional sources are pretty clear that in general the earliest time you can recite
2yn is anaan 229, Gerald Skolnik gives an excellent summary of the halacha in his
teshuva on the earliest times for niman / latest times for 2°7v» which was approved by the
CJLS in 1994." There is a leniency in the Skolnik teshuva, in that the sources say you
should EITHER go with R. Yehuda and daven ninn before nini 39 and 22vn after, or
with the Rabanan and daven ninaa before ny>pw (sunset) and 2> after, but in these times
we allow davenning both na and 2°1vn between amanan 279 and v pw.

There is another source which shows the truth of the teaching from Kohelet that there is
nothing new under the sun. The author of this teshuva chose to write it because he took a
position with a congregation which was following a custom of having Friday night
services during the summer at 6pm, a time much earlier than nnann %5, Hence this
teshuvah, as a search for whether such a practice can be permitted.

Terumat Hadeshen (15" century Ashkenaz) brings the following question: m»spa 2112
NRY °19% MYW '7 IR '3 ,N°27Y 195N HHONIRY L0027V S WP MARY YR MR Q901X 202, AN
7T 2712 QY P av AN 7207 0300 57 ANk ave W 21w 2w w0 oX .0°23127? Most
congregations have the custom of reciting the evening Shema and Amidah three or four
hours before nightfall during the long days of summer. Are there any sources to rely on,
or reasons to justify this custom? For there are many rabbinic scholars who follow this
custom with the masses.’

Terumat Hadeshen says this was a common problem even in generations long before his.
He indicates that even by working with the definition of “hour” in summer vs. winter,
you still can’t even justify davening 2°99» two hours early, let alone three or four hours
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early. This fact notwithstanding, he cites many generations, including Rav Hai Gaon,
where the communities prayed very early, at a time when the rabbis felt it was not yet the
proper time for prayer, and the rabbis did not make the people stop. Terumat Hadeshen
concludes aX ,0°21R: 0°2 YW DR X121 295NA7 PR TRRw , 11382 X7 aR ,1"N 190KT R
T2 KXY DAY ROIPY D20Nn ROR 001 WIDaR 700X PR L,Ow9a2 7100 PR—“It seems that even a
rabbinic scholar, if he is with the community, that prays and recites the Shema early in
the long days of summer, if he cannot separate himself from the community, he does not
need to separate from them, rather he prays with them and recites the Shema with them,
and he has fulfilled his obligation.”

Terumat Hadeshen does not find a basis for why it would be permissible to daven so
early, other than it has been a custom for many generations. There is, however, perhaps
some justification that could be found as follows:

In the Talmud in Brachot 27a there is a discussion between R. Yehuda and the Sages
about the proper time to recite nmn. R. Yehuda maintains the latest time is mn7 399,
while the Sages maintain you can daven 7m until sunset. In Arukh Hashulhan this is
elaborated on, and it is written “it is a clear and obvious matter that once the time for
reciting nnin has passed, the time for reciting 2>9y» has begun. On this matter, the
Tosafot, the Rosh, and all of the poskim agree.>”

It is well known that it is a desirable thing to add to the Shabbat—which is one reason
why we light candles well before sundown. The Talmud brings a story of R. Joseph’s
wife who used to kindle the Shabbat lights late; after being chastised by her husband, she
thought to light very early. An old man said to her: It was taught: providing that one is
not too early or too late.”

It is generally understood that “too early” means not before nmna 329.° However, the
Rosh describes the example of Rav, who said the prayers for Shabbat from plag onward
and after 3 stars came out he recited the Shema as required, and even though he didn’t put
redemption next to tefilah (he didn’t recite the Amidah immediately after the blessing for
redemption, the blessing after the Shema), since his intent was for the mitzvah of adding
to the holy from the profane (adding to Shabbat) there is no concern about this.®

The Shulhan Arukh states that the concern about lighting candles too early, i.e., before
nnaan 229, would be that it is not recognized that the candle lighting is being done for the
sake of honoring Shabbat.”

We can apply the logic that by accepting Shabbat early we are doing it for the sake of
honoring Shabbat. In these days, when most of us don’t ordinarily light candles when it
is still light out—in fact most people don’t ordinarily light candles at all except for
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Shabbat and holidays—it would be very clear that we are lighting candles (accepting
Shabbat) early, even before nnni 229, in honor of Shabbat. Therefore it does not seem
necessary to prevent people from accepting Shabbat before plag. Once Shabbat has been
accepted it is no longer the proper time to recite the weekday i Amidah. Following
the universally accepted logic described by Arukh Hashulhan, if it is no longer time for
anan, it is clear that it is time for 2>, and there is no reason you cannot daven 2vn,
even though it is before nnaan 2%s.

CONCLUSION

It is clear from reviewing the teshuva of Terumat Hadeshen that at one time the
preference was given to prayer with the public over reciting the prayers at the proper
time. It is also clear from looking at the later sources that at some point reciting the
prayers at the proper time came to be seen as the more important issue. We hereby affirm
the wisdom of the earlier approach, that in these days when the majority of people, even
our observant “elite” are not going to wait until after 9pm to eat, that we should prefer to
encourage public prayer even if it means compromising on the proper time for prayer.
Therefore, during the summer days it is permissible to recite 2°7v» early on Erev Shabbat,
even before nnann 399, with the caveat that one still needs to recite the Shema again after
dark.

This leniency only applies on Erev Shabbat or Yom Tov, as the rationale for it is tied to
accepting Shabbat early, and the need for it is tied to wanting to eat the Sabbath meal
AFTER officially accepting Shabbat and saying the evening prayers. On other days of
the week, one should not daven 21w before plag as in ordinary circumstances the time
for the evening prayers should be at least close to evening, and the sources are clear that
the proper time for 2>7yn is at the earliest nnan 279,



