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Question: Is it permitted to hold a Purimshpiel in the middle of the Megillah reading? 

 

The reading of the ―whole megillah‖ is a rather lengthy process, and it can be difficult for 

children to sit through the whole thing.  Furthermore, when Purim is on a school night, 

some families may want to come for the Purimshpiel and still get their children home at a 

reasonable time.  Is it permitted to start the Megillah reading, perform the Purimshpiel in 

the middle of the Megillah reading, and then finish the Megillah reading afterwards to 

accommodate those for whom this is an issue? 

 

Response: 

 

At first glance, it might seem this should be permitted: the Shulhan Arukh records in OH 

690:5 that it is permitted to interrupt the Megillah reading, even if you paused long 

enough to complete the Megillah reading.  The Rama adds even if you have a 

conversation in between, it is permitted. 

 

However, there are several sources which would cause us to conclude that for the 

purposes set out, such a lengthy break is not permitted. 

 

The Rama on OH 690:5 adds that we rebuke someone who converses during such a 

break, because, as stated in OH 692:2, we don’t converse during the reading.  The 

Mishnah Berurah adds neither the reader or someone listening should converse during the 

reading, not even words of Torah, although after the fact, such a person has still fulfilled 

his obligation as long as he heard the full Megillah.  And Mishnah Berurah states there 

are certain form of conversation that are permitted, such as greeting someone between the 

chapters, as we have with the reciting of the Shema. 

 

Mishna Berurah also brings a teaching that since you have made a blessing on the 

Megillah reading, you should not pause in the meanwhile until after completing the 

mitzvah.  The Rashba further explains that the reason one who converses in between 

sections of the Megillah reading is chastised is because once the bracha has been recited 

one should maintain his attention to the fulfillment of the mitzvah. 

 

A relatively short break in the Megillah reading – for example to do an introduction to the 

particular chapter, even with a short skit or song – would not be forbidden, because 

people’s intention is still on the reading of the Megillah.   

 



But a lengthy break, to do an entire Purimshpiel, would be problematic, because with 

such a long break, people’s attention will surely wander from the fulfillment of the 

mitzvah of the Megillah reading, thereby introducing a break between the reciting of the 

bracha and the fulfillment of the mitzvah.  Considering that after the Purimshpiel, people 

will naturally want to take a break, congratulate the performers, some people will leave, it 

would certainly result in a violation of the principle that one’s attention should remain 

focused on the fulfillment of the mitzvah. 

 

Furthermore, to interrupt the Megillah reading in a fashion that would make it very easy 

for people to walk out en masse before the completion of the reading would be a violation 

of the principle of lifnei iver lo titein michshol, not to put a stumbling block before the 

blind, because the mitzvah is to hear the recitation of the Megillah—the mitzvah is not 

related to hearing the performance of the Purimshpiel.  And this is especially applicable 

in this case, since even children are obligated to hear the recitation of the Megillah (OH 

689:1). 

 

Therefore, it is not permissible to interrupt the Megillah reading to do an entire lengthy  

Purimshpiel which would cause people to intentionally miss the completion of the 

Megillah reading.  Other things should be done to try and accommodate the concerns, 

such as starting earlier, reading faster, or otherwise attempting to complete the evening in 

a timely fashion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 משנה ברורה סימן תרצ ס"ק כ

 

( דכיון שבירך עליה אין לו להפסיק בינתיים עד לאחר כל המצוה -כ( מיהו גוערין וכו'  : 

 

 שו"ת הרשב"א חלק א סימן רמד

 

אלא שברכות שעל המצוה ראוי שלא להסיח עד גמר המצוה כקריאת התורה והמגלה והבדיקה ושמיעת קול 

והסח גוערין בו כדי שיכוין לבו למצוה. אבל אם סח אינו חוזרשופר וקריאת ההלל וכל כיוצא בזה.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן תרצ

 



סעיף ה קראה סרוגין, דהיינו שפסק בה ושהה ואח"כ חזר למקום שפסק,  אפילו שהה כדי לגמור את כולה,  

יצא. הגה:   ואפי' סח בנתיים.  מיהו גוערין במי שסח בנתיים, כדלקמן סימן תרצ"ב סעיף ב'. )הרשב"א סי' 

 .(רמ"ד

 

 

 שולחן ערוך אורח חיים סימן תרצב

 

ורין אותהסעיף ב   אין לשוח בעוד שק . 

 

 

 משנה ברורה סימן תרצב ס"ק ט

 

היינו בין השומע ובין הקורא אסור להם לשוח לכתחלה ואפילו בד"ת ולענין  -אין לשוח בעוד שקורין אותה  (

דיעבד יש חילוק דהשומע אם שח בעת הקריאה לא יצא אפילו אם חיסר לשמוע תיבה אחת דהא לא שמעה 

ו לכתחלה מותר כגון לשאול בין הפרקים מפני הכבוד כמו לענין ק"ש כולה אבל הקורא יצא ולפעמים אפיל

בסימן ס"ו וכ"ז לענין שיחה באמצע הקריאה אבל אם שח בין הברכה לתחלת הקריאה בין השומע ובין הקורא 

 :הפסיד הברכה וכן בין הקריאה לסוף הברכה ג"כ אסור להפסיק

 

 מגן אברהם אורח חיים סימן תרצב ס"ק ד

 

והקורא עצמו רשאי להפסיק כמו בק"ש )ש"ג פ"ב דברכות -ח ד אין לשו ): 


